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limate Change is the serious most

challenge of our times. The report by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC), has highlighted that worsening trends
are expected to accelerate to a point of no
return. Hence, a debate is raging globally
that the economies, developed and
developing, should aim at becoming carbon
free, within a decade or so.

This ambitious direction, is expected to be
vigorously pursued by the new
administration in Washington, as well as by
Pakistan’s bilateral and multilateral
development partners.

In Pakistan’s case, the global averages hide
gravity of the challenge. The cost of climate
change for Pakistan will be much higher,
because it will adversely affect the natural
water storage of glaciers that release water
for our crops, subsequently leading to
changing patterns and temperament of
monsoon. This will directly add to our water,
food and enerqgy insecurity, and vulnerability
of our population.

Particularly hit will be our population in
fragile ecosystems (not only in mountain
areas and regions, but also in Balochistan
and most of Barani areas), urban poor, and a
large number of communities living in
downstream Indus and coastal areas,
estimated to be more than 50 per cent of
our total population.

Background

Responding to the growing threat of climate
change and increasing vulnerability of
developing nations, LEAD Pakistan, organised
2nd National Training Session (NTS), titled
Changing Climate: Exploring Adaptation
Strategies for Pakistan.

The Planning Commission, Pakistan Task
Force on Climate Change, Pakistan
Meteorological Department, and Global
Change Impact Study Centre (GCISC), were

the collaborating partners for this training.
The exercise is part of LEAD's broader,
interdisciplinary climate change program that
builds upon the organization's policy
research and capacity development
expertise and the strength of its partnerships
with government, industry and civil society.
This document is an overview of 2nd NTS.

Themes

Changing Climate: Exploring Adaptation
Strategies for Pakistan

Discussion on adaptation strategies,
elaborated that climate change is a serious
concern, affecting our very existence.

Due to climate change, the rate of glacial ice
melting will drastically increase, by 2035. It
will result in floods, irreqular rains, drought
conditions and water shortage. Ultimately,
cropping patterns will be affected, leading to
low yield and intensive attacks of pests,
resulting in food insecurity. Future conflicts
will be over taking control of water
resources.

Changing rain and seasonal patterns,
increased frequencies of hurricanes,
excessive rains in the deserts of Thar and
Cholistan, unexpected lake formations in
North and melting of glaciers and
subsequent floods and water shortages are
among impacts of climate change, on
Pakistan.

The glaring facts shared were that 2.5
kilometres of coastal land of Karachi is being
annually lost to the rise in sea level, owing
to climate change. What it means for the city
of Karachi is extinction.

Forty per cent decrease in wheat production
is expected, in Pakistan, because of severe
water shortage forecast in future. There is
strong need to improve and implement
water conservation strategy, water storage
capacity and early floods and hazards
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