4
!
1
|

Xpress

DAL Lan

E

Chuctra

HU-B,7, VOL 2 Mo, 1%

Head No
Quetta, Tuesday, May 18, 2009

Climate Change: Exploring
adaptation Strategies for Pak

lobal climate Is
changing s
it will  keep
changing. 'The cli-
mate chanpe Ut the
world is experiencing
today is differenl
form past. This cli
maie change is at
much greater pace
than ever and the
rewsons are hnman
activities that pose
anduc proessures of
carbon dioxide and
ather preen house
mses (GHG) in the
atmosphere.
Consequently earth's
averape femperamre
iy vising day by day,
but  the regional
impuacts of climate
cliange  are  even
wrorse Lhan the rising

Lemperatnres.
LEAD  Pakistan

argameed  five day

weaiie for e mid

carcer prafessianale on
the theme of Climan
Change Faploring
Adaptanan  Stratepies
for Pakistan i Innuary
1009 m hxlmabad
The overall abjective
wl the training waos
cutsidering  Sirategies
for adapting to climole
change, in particulir 10
waler, agrenlivre, and
infrastructure.  SCelors
in Takistan, The very
{irst iy ol the fraiumg
foguaed on geting the
sceng o the sorre-
spondite  fonr days
that kel on five coro
PRLEs Ol Wniel SECLrs
tw, Food securily, infra-
strnenare, pubilic poli-
v, disastor

et i prepced-
S
Pukisting = mragr

clltural eowmtey
alast entirely dopei-
dant o agro products
far her ecobieiry, Most
af the indostrics here
lai I'|‘:|:'. o The agri-
cultural preshiees, This
the ecomnny ol the
eowmiley B estramely
vulmerabile o the com
mon impacts o cli
miate . chunge  like,
Ao,
water supply, droyght,
rise o fall an local
|.|_'||'.|:1|_'|.l.tllr|.'.li e, The
impacts af  climate
ehange we expected 10
bial dilferent sooles at
differeni  peographics]
gites.  Tlie  hazard
wiould be muore severs
al gsomc logations os
aompared watl the ol
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shartape of

cre and Pakistn s ool
risk due 10 lack of pro-
visiois of infrastrue-
iure und disaster man-
duenenl preparedness
(bl 15 peguired. Thesc
drees becomea  Imore
profne o disasters by
extrome  wenther con-
ditions il ey are alen
indergomg it
urhamzation thal pose
extra hurden oo the
environmenl ol an
pren. s well unde
stond  thar  chmute
change has tho pow-
il o aier the scope
ol digaster rikk through
inlensifving the weath-
er related risk ol
flonds, heat, o cald
waves, shorage ol
padnlall m some are
A these natuiul disas-
[efe are cxpeuled fo
imcrease abruplly dus
i climate. chamge and
Pakistan's agriculture
s extremeély vulnero
ble to shartage of i
wulivn water availabili
Ly s the problem of
[oed  security  mwy
urige.  The  impacl
would be ditferent on
dilTerent crops; meke-
gy L hajar ceops
the country such as,
whieal, ride, suparcanc,
canon, ele are eipe=-
clally ar rish due to eli-
mate change. The pen-
eral  weather  loends
beeanse of  climats
clhanpe indigate o pas-
sille dechime mo wheat
i|||1||II|.:Iil.'|II (4] unr
COURITY; Moreover 9
134 decting an whent
praduetion ts expected

it sei-arid remons ol

the cowntey by un
frierenie nfl-4 L i
Aver g TEnTRETALLITE 15
thgse wress

Avcording b the
findings ul i
Pakista Metrolugical
Drepartment  (PMI)
¢limarte chanpe  has
reveniled many poLee-
pltle impacts tn the
eountiy, The tempera-
s riae o 0 G- i 18
dlrendy. poted m o oand
andl copstal pegions A
decredse of 10:15% in
waneer  und  suenimer
rarnfall in coastil hed
and lyper arid plos s
noted. There 13 glso an
increass ol 1T8-32% m
padnfall in monsoon
wiite n sih humed anil
humel areas.
Moreoyer, tiere is 5%
deerense o relanve
hummdiiy in
Balochistan, The sun-
ghing  houwrs  have
ingreased. by 3-5%
thus deerease in cloud

cover 15 cxpenienced,
e remparature
{nerense have resulted
i increased  evotrn-
spivation.  While the
wliered rain patern has
resulted in heavy rauns,
flash Moods in some
areas, Wlile there arc
dust slonns in some
arcaz ondd hail storms
in orher areas, & rise 0
the fog persislence is
also nofiged ine some
areas of the country
The health condition in
the country would wlso
e greatly affected by
changing  climale as
virl amd pollen borme
disenses are cxpecied
1 e mors prevalent 14
1§ frapartant 1o reduce
the amount of GHG
precn hivuse gases in
the atmesphere but a9
the same tine mitiga-
Han  strajepies  alen
supgest the need of
adaptanon because i
almost impossible o
prevent the prablems
palred by chinate
change,

Although - clomate
change impacls  are
mnstly harmiul bul in
some areas somy bene
ficial fmpacts of eli-
mate change are also
expected. Accordmi 1o
sludies of FAC, 2004
the chunged precipia-
tion polterns i high
altttudes may resultan
inereased  agriculioral
products, but  this
depends upon the sea-
sopality wud type of
the crops. 1o theses
argas the lenperature
rise 18 expected 10 he
hencticnl beciuse the
crape can be growns
early and (hus Taster
maruration and eorly
Franrs st o the yvield
wont |l b s :
it s o oo
cider  how  praclicol
these findings  are?
Tlee cvernll incredse m
learmperature s CXPEC-
ed o cpvse a decling m
the “wericuitural prod-
uets thus in A develop-
1114 conntoy like
Paistun whate popi-
jation prowth rata 6
bigh, Teod security
wonld be endangered
doe  to inecensed
demanids by thg grow
e popilation. The
foed erisis would be
worsened by increased
demvands of enerpy and
i more  orops  are
grown fur biofuel then
the uneontiollad popu-
lation growtl would
defiantly suller fonn
shartage of food sup-

hie Boe

ply. Consequently the
IMMpopulaton ol

country  living  below |

the poverty ling weisn el
b badly affected and
i tlis - seenaria  af
jgacts  of  climate
chaee lke fogds are
alae  considersd  the

sertousness af the mat- |

ter can be estimated as
the floods cau destroy
many moiths  hard
wirk 1m 4 duy,

The only way ouf 15
o fighl the increasing
temperatures By ceduc
ing the GG heweve
the importanee ol dis
aster preparedness and
tisk managemeni can
ot be dended. (s

imposiible 0 tackle |

thi situation without
improvieg the adapta-
ron capacity. The first
task is lu recopnize
how Lo atapt and the
coat effecliveness misl
also. be cousidersd,

Clan we wlfond o adapt |

apainst the hoeard 2?7
The common dod easy
adaptation  shiategies
are preparslion of risk
assessment, develap-
in EArly WUrting sys-
tems  agaimst  Hoods
npd  ather disusteis,
manamamant f waler
fesources. There ule
sopne nther adaptalion
methods which muy
seein complex as com-
pared 1o the country’s
rosurces vel sl pe
implementad to adapt
agiimsl disnsters of elh-
male chinee, these
g lude better building
designs, improving the
apriculiura tech-
N, enbimicing pub-
lie awaretiess by train-
ings  and education,
conscrving the hiodi-
vErsiyY and  Beneys-
tema, hulding plan
settlemcns
areas and development
of social salcry groups,
All thiese safery mc:
ures are chosely linketl
willi sustairahle dovel-
oprienl a3 it reduees
the risk of harards by
I Tet s the
redlienve of the soci-
cties wnd inproves the
[ivelihowd, The best
approach o address
the 33ue 1% Lo mitigate
while adapl at the
same time, 1L iy uot
impossihle w0 reduce
thie disaseer misk af il s
cunsiderad as a-social,
[oew] and national pri-
orily.- Writer 18 a loe-
furer in SBE Wamen's
university Claettia and
an assovinle of LEAD
Takistan.




